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Evidence of Interpretation from the Poetry and Prose of Banu Salim: A
Linguistic Study
Dr. Yasser bin Abdul Aziz bin Awad Al-Salami
Associate Professor of Linguistics at King Abdulaziz University
Summary

This is a research titled "Interpretive Evidences from the Poetry and Prose of Banu
Sulaym: A Linguistic Study". In it, I aimed to collect interpretive evidences from
the poetry of this Qaysi Mudar tribe and study them linguistically. I exerted my
utmost effort to gather and trace these evidences from the foundational books of
Quranic interpretation of various types. I examined their indices and utilized
modern research tools to achieve this goal. From these sources, I extracted the
poetry and sayings of Banu Sulaym that interpreters cited in their works to explain
the meanings of the Quran, analyze its structures, clarify its linguistic intricacies,
elucidate its stylistic features, and justify its variant readings. I studied these
evidences linguistically, providing analysis, preference, reasoning, and
documentation. From them, I derived certain linguistic phenomena attributed to
Banu Sulaym, which I did not find addressed in contemporary studies on their
language. This research also established certain linguistic phenomena that remain
alive today, such as the phenomenon of stopping at the niin al-wigayah and
omitting the possessive ya' as attested by Yiinus ibn Habib in their speech, as well
as the breaking of the hamzah in ayyan in the reading of Abli ‘Abd al-Rahman al-
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Sulami, attributing these phenomena to Banu Sulaym both historically and in
modern times. The interpretive evidences from the poetry and prose of Banu
Sulaym exceeded forty instances, with ‘Abbas ibn Mirdas and Al-Khansa’
accounting for the majority. Among linguists, Al-Farra’ was responsible for the
most reports about the linguistic phenomena of Banu Sulaym. The research
revealed the scarcity of linguistic phenomena unique to Banu Sulaym that deviate
from the broader norms of the Arabs. Consequently, their evidences were fewer
in comparison to those of other tribes such as Tamim and Hudhayl. The rare and
anomalous aspects of their language are minimal, similar to the language of
Quraysh. Some of the evidences were uniquely cited in books of Quranic
interpretation, whether for explaining obscure terms or justifying variant readings.
This highlights the significance of these evidences to the interpreters and the
strength of the language of their speakers.

Keywords: Evidence - Interpretation - Banu Salim - Martyrdom - Strange.
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