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Abstract:

Iragi universities rely almost entirely on government funding derived from oil revenues, which makes
them vulnerable to fluctuations in the oil market and the resulting imbalances in the state budget.
This situation has weakened the universities’ ability to keep pace with scientific and technological
advancements and to address the challenges posed by population growth.

Since higher education is one of the pillars of sustainable development, ensuring its continuity and
advancement requires diversifying its funding sources and reducing reliance on a rentier economy.
This study proposes two alternative funding approaches: the establishment of higher education support
funds, one unified and the other sector-specific, along with a hypothetical scenario for their application at
the College of Medicine — University of Basrah for the period (2023-2028). It also emphasizes the
importance of integrating private universities as active partners in the development of higher education in
Irag.
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