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The Great Safavid Mosque in Kadhimiya - Its History, Architecture and
Contemporary Political Role
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Abstract:
The Grand Safavid Mosque, one of the most ancient, most beautiful and
extensive heritage mosques in Iraq, is located in the middle of the threshold of
Imams Musa bin Jaafar al-Kadhim and Muhammad bin Ali al-Jawad (peace be
upon them) in the city of Kadhimiya, the heart of the lIraqi religious capital,
Baghdad, the Safavid Mosque, which is called today the “Jawadin Mosque,”
was built during the era of Safavid rule over Iran and was expanded during the
reign of Shah Ismail al-Safavi in the year 914 AH (1509 AD) after his visit to
Hazrat al-Kadhimiya in the year 929 AH (1522 AD). The mosque is of great
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importance in terms of the history of its construction and architecture. Its
geographical location is adjacent to the shrine of the two Imams Al-Kadhim
(peace be upon them) The role that the mosque played in the political events of
the Islamic world since the beginning of the twentieth century, and the events of
Iragq and Iran, especially before and after the victory of the Islamic Revolution in
1979 AD, increased in importance, since the legitimate accession of the great
religious authority Sheikh Muhammad Mahdi al-Khalisi (1862 - 1925 AD) in
the late nineteenth century AD. Until his exile to Iran by the British colonialists
in 1924 AD and his martyrdom there, then the leadership of his son, the
authority Sheikh Muhammad al-Khalisi (1891-1963 AD) between the years
1949-1963 AD after his return from Iran to Iraq, Then his grandson, Sheikh
Muhammad Mahdi Al-Khalisi (1939 AD - ...) took over from 1963 AD until
today. The role of the mosque in resisting the British occupiers (1914 AD) and
the Americans (2003 AD), jihad, calling for Islamic unity, and supporting the
Islamic Revolution in Iran, and international figures were discussed. Who
visited the mosque and prayed thereThe research deals with the history of the
Safavid Mosque’s architecture and architecture, its role, the political and social
role of its imams, and the ties of the relationship with Imam Khomeini and Iran,
supported by secret historical and official documents, according to the historical,
research and field methodology resulting from the researcher’s continued
presence in the mosque.

Keywords: Safavid Mosque (Al-Jawadain Mosque), Kadhimiya City, Iran,
Muhammad Mahdi Al-Khalisi, Muhammad Al-Khalisi
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