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Individual criminal responsibility for perpetrators of war crimes in Gaza
Zahraa Kamel Hammood

Abstract

Understanding the international references for accountability and criminal
prosecution of war criminals in Gaza and other international crimes represents
the first and basic step in embodying and achieving this trend. Therefore, we
saw that it is important to clarify the different aspects of the issue. This research
comes to contribute to determining the correct direction for all parties regarding
the actual prosecution and accountability of the perpetrators of the Israeli war.
Israel took the events of October 7, 2023 as a pretext for killing and genocide of
children, women and the elderly in the occupied Gaza Strip, amid international
silence that prevented taking criminal deterrent steps against the Zionist entity.
Hence, the importance of this research appears in its discussion of the individual
criminal responsibility of perpetrators of war crimes in Gaza. The research also
aimed to shed light in detail on the most important international crimes
stipulated in the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, which was
adopted in Rome on July 17, 1998. By following the descriptive analytical
research approach, the research came out with a set of results, including that
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some of the actions in Gaza are actually being carried out systematically and on
a large scale, with knowledge of these practices, and this constitutes a crime
against humanity. This is also evident in Israel's forced displacement of the
population of the Gaza Strip while refusing to provide safe humanitarian
corridors, which is evident in its deliberate subjection to harsh living conditions
by imposing a blockade and cutting off all basic necessities of life. Israel bears
the burden of destroying it completely or partially. Israel has also refused to
provide safe humanitarian corridors protected from attacks, and this refusal is a
clear violation of the provisions of Article 59 of the Fourth Geneva Convention,
which stipulates that the parties to the conflict must take all possible measures to
facilitate matters in all circumstances.
Keywords: Criminal responsibility, war crimes, murder, genocide, sanctions
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