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Abstract: This study discusses the Malaysian experience in confronting
intellectual extremism and the possibility of benefiting from it in Iraq. It
can be noted that intellectual extremism expresses a group of
psychological and social phenomena that have taken on political,
economic, social and religious dimensions and have negative
consequences and results in all areas. On this basis, Malaysia was
considered a model to be emulated among countries of the world in
confronting extremism. Although it started early in confronting it,
especially after the ethnic disturbances that occurred in 1969 between
the Malays and the Chinese, as the Malays (the indigenous population)
constituted the majority of the population suffering from poverty
compared to the Chinese minority, which enjoyed greater economic
weight; this feeling of alienation contributed to generating a kind of
extremism and violence, especially after the Chinese parties achieved
high results in the national elections that took place in the same year;
This prompted the Malaysian government at the time to develop
economic and social policies to raise the standard of living of
individuals, especially Malay citizens, in addition to its clear interest in
strengthening national identity through education and establishing
schools that include students from the three nationalities of Malaysian

society (Malays, Chinese, and Indians). The Malaysian government did
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not stop at this point, but rather enacted a set of legislation to combat
extremism, most notably the Terrorism Law and the National Security
Law. The problem of the study arises regarding the extent of the impact
of the Malaysian experience in confronting extremism, and what are the
policies and strategies followed by the Malaysian governments to
confront extremism? What are the challenges facing Iraq in combating

extremism? Keywords: extremism, Malaysia, religion, education, Iraq
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