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The Turkish position on the Alexandretta
issue 1938-1939
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Abstract:

The Alexandretta problem emerged in 1936 and was finally annexed to Turkey in
1939, a few months before the outbreak of World War II, when France, the mandate
power, claimed that it did not have the right to hand over this region to Syria. Syria
refused to accept the decision agreed upon by France and Turkey without the consent of
the Syrians. This position had a negative impact on relations between Syria and Turkey.
The position that led to the Alexandretta problem (1918-1936) During the Ottoman era,
the region was known as the Sanjak of Alexandretta and was affiliated with the Syrian
state. However, France, which had reached a secret arrangement with Britain to divide
the Ottoman lands, was determined to own both Syria and Lebanon. This aspiration was
achieved through the mandate system that was decided on June 28, 1919, in accordance
with Article 22 of the League of Nations Covenant. Since that time, Turkey has sought
to annex the Sanjak to its lands and seize it from Syria, throughout the years 1938- 1939,
after lengthy negotiations with the French side and the intervention of the League of
Nations, France, as the mandatory power, officially ceded the Sanjak of Alexandretta to

Turkey in 1939.
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