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Summary:

Praise be to Allah, the Lord of all worlds, and may peace and blessings be upon the
one sent as a

mercy to all creation, and upon his family and companions. To proceed:

The interpretation (tafsir) of the Noble Qur’an has been necessary since the revela-
tion of the Qur’an during the time of the Prophet (peace be upon him). Certain words
were unclear to some of the Companions, so the Prophet (peace be upon him) explained
and clarified them for them, and this was part of his mission of conveying the message.
Thus, the Prophet’s explanation formed the foundation and starting point for Qur’anic
interpretation.

Over time, scholars in every era and place have continued to contribute to the clarifi-
cation and interpretation of the Qur’an. However, their approaches varied. Some relied
heavily on reason in understanding the Qur’an-ranging from those who were more ex-
pansive to those who were more restrictive in their rational interpretations. Others based
their explanations primarily on transmitted

reports (athar), while some scholars combined both approaches and produced remark-
able works.

This diversity is part of the natural order and a reflection of the differing intellects
with which God

created people.

Undoubtedly, one of the most effective means to help understand the words of Allah
and reflect upon their meanings is to give due attention to the comprehensive rules and

principles of tafsir extracted by scholars.
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