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Abstract

The current research aims to identify the level of emotional contagion
among middle school students, as well as to identify the significance of
differences according to the gender variable (males - females). To verify this, the
researcher adopted the Emotional Contagion Scale prepared by Hatfield (1994)
and translated by Al-Shammari (2013). The final version of the scale comprised
18 items. Its psychometric properties were verified, and the instrument was
applied to a sample of 100 male and female students, randomly selected from two
schools in the Third Rusafa Directorate in Baghdad Governorate for the 2024-
2025 academic year. The research results showed the following:
1. The research sample of middle school students exhibited emotional contagion.
2. There were statistically significant differences between males and females in
emotional contagion, in favor of females.
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