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Abstract:
Zoroastrians returned to the political and social scene, and the Zoroastrian
religion spread during the first Pahlavi era (1925-1941), as the Pahlavi
government sought to prosper Iran by modernizing it, and strengthening the
sense of Nationalism pride, and paid great attention to the previous lranian
empires, and thus the Shah's goals coincided with the goals of Zoroastrianism,
that national ideology and view of history aroused more interest in the mythical
and ancient elements, and based on that, Iranian nationalism was built on pre-
Islamic history, and the Zoroastrians were considered representatives of ancient
Iran and received the necessary attention, and Reza Shah (1925-1941) benefited
from the promotion of Zoroastrianism, in fact, strengthening minorities,
especially Zoroastrians, was consistent with his national interests and not the
prosperity of the ancient religion, but due to Nationalism policies and their
implementation, ancient symbols and the Zoroastrian religion appeared
officially and publicly The Iranian national identity was affected by the rule of
the Pahlavi dynasty, and reached its maximum limits during the reign of Reza
Shah. His policies were described as an attempt to crystallize an Iranian identity
within the framework of a central state with specific ideas, merging the ancient
past with the temptation of modernity. Therefore, he tried to reduce a large
number of the population with their diversity to a narrow cultural scope, while
adopting the Persian language and culture. Reza Shah and his successors applied
the coercive approach in building the national identity to the religious and ethnic
minority groups, who had to integrate into the general trend of Persian life and
homogeneity in Iranian society and distance it from diversity, so that every
individual in any religious or ethnic minority would become Iranian. This policy
was practiced on the Zoroastrian community in Kerman, when the city was
expanded and its walls and ancient cemeteries were destroyed, and as a result
families of different religions lived side by side in it. The social and economic
activities of the Zoroastrian community flourished, and they succeeded in
commercial activities. Industry, trade and crafts came out of their form and got
rid of the centrality of the market. The number of those who followed the path of
priesthood decreased, and the authority of Muslim clerics shrank and
diminished. Some of the restrictions imposed on them in work disappeared, and
they began to be recognized in all government laws. They obtained a seat in the
Iranian parliament, and the strict atmosphere was replaced by a kind of religious
and sectarian tolerance, and this was reflected in their movement and spread
within Iran, so the Zoroastrians of the villages moved to the big cities, especially
Tehran. The transformations of the Zoroastrian community continued
during the reign of Mohammad Reza Shah (1941-1979), who followed his
father’s approach in elevating the Zoroastrian past over the Shiite heritage in
Iran. The policy of secularization reduced the boundaries and distinction
between Muslims and religious minorities, especially the Zoroastrians, who did
not reject integration but sought to eliminate the last obstacles to full integration.
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These reforms in Zoroastrian practices strengthened the process of homogeneity
during the 1940s and 1950s, so many Zoroastrians in Tehran abandoned many
of their practices and customs, and Zoroastrianism merged with the secular trend
and the new modernization.
Keywords: Zoroastrians of Iran - Nationalism politics - Zoroastrian association
- Political activity of Zoroastrians of Iran.
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