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Abstract

“Hisbah” and “Hisbiyah” are common terms in jurisprudential literature,
often referring to a function performed by jurists. Given that these concepts
are broadly accepted among most jurists, a thorough study of these terms can
delineate the scope of juristic responsibilities that are widely acknowledged.
In our contemporary society, where conditions allow jurists to carry out their
roles, there is an increasing need to clarify what jurists intend by these two
terms and, consequently, to define the extent of these matters. This study
first examines the meanings of “Hisbah” and “Hisbiyah” from linguistic,
narrational, and jurisprudential perspectives, and then discusses the
jurisprudential rulings pertaining to Hisbiyah-related matters.

The root meaning of the term “Hisbah” is “counting.” Subsequently, it has
been used in other contexts, such as “reward” and “seeking reward,”
depending on the situation. Based on narrational usages, this shift in meaning
occurred during the time of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him).
However, in jurisprudence, there are two specific meanings for “Hisbah” and
“Hisbiyah.” In the first jurisprudential definition, it refers to the initiative in
performing any good deed or duty that is not currently being done. In the
second definition, it encompasses any righteous action that possesses three
characteristics: firstly, the prohibition of others’ interference in it; secondly,
the necessity of acting in the mentioned matter due to certain issues; and
thirdly, the possibility of the intervention of the legal authority’s permission
in such action.

Keywords: Hisbah, Hisbiyah, semantic development, linguistic

meaning, jurisprudential terminology.
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