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Abstract

This research addresses the role of the Turkish commander Aytakh in the
Abbasid army during the third century AH / ninth century AD, highlighting his
active role in the main military campaigns waged by the state, especially the
campaign to control Amorium in the year (223 AH / 838 AD) and his role in
suppressing external movements. This period witnessed a qualitative shift in the
military tactics used. The Abbasid army increasingly relied on Turkish divisions
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that were trained and organized under the supervision of Aytakh, which
contributed to strengthening the power of the Abbasid state and increasing its
influence in the region. The study also deals with the political and military
effects of the campaign against Amorium, which was considered as one of the
greatest victories during the reign of Caliph Al-Mu'tasim Billah. Amorium was
one of the important strategic goals of the Byzantine Empire. The conquest of
Amorium was not just a military victory, but a manifestation of the Abbasid
power and domination. This campaign is an example of how Aytakh used
modern strategies of siege and attack in addition to the careful organization of
forces. The study also highlights the role of Aytakh in confronting internal
rebellions that threatened the stability of the state, such as the Kharijite
movements that spread in Irag and Khorasan. The research shows how Aytakh
was able to effectively employ the Turkish forces in these campaigns, relying on
tactics that suited the nature of each rebellion. The results show how Aytakh was
not only a military leader, but also politically smart and able to negotiate with
competing powers. This study is an attempt to re-evaluate the influence Aytakh
had on the Abbasid army and his role in shaping military policy during that
period. The study relies on a wide range of historical sources, including
contemporary history books, olden manuscripts, and modern academic studies,
making it an important reference for researchers in the field of Islamic military
history. The research concludes with recommendations for future studies,
stressing the need for integrating academic studies with diverse sources to gain a
deeper understanding of historical figures such as Aytakh.

Keywords: Turkish Aytakh, military leadership, political influence, Abbasid
states, internal conflict.
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