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Abstract :
Imam ‘Al ibn Khalaf ibn Battal al-Qurtubi was one of the distinguished
scholars who made significant contributions to the service of the noble
Shari‘ah in all aspects it requires, including resolving the apparent
contradictions between textual evidences. He employed all possible
means to achieve this goal, among them his use of a fundamental
principle of Usil al-Figh that has a direct and substantial impact on
reconciling conflicting texts — namely, the principle: “The affirmative
takes precedence over the negative.” He applied this principle with
expertise to resolve hadith-related complexities, and this study presents
examples of his applications and demonstrates how he employed this
principle to resolve textual contradictions".

Weighing texts based on the rule: "The affirmative takes
precedence over the negative," or "The affirmative takes precedence over
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the negative," is one of the fundamental principles of jurisprudence for
resolving conflicts that appear between hadiths. This principle has been
the subject of controversy and various viewpoints among scholars, with
more than one school of thought adopting it. The Imam held a high
standing among scholars, especially in the Maliki school, where he was
one of their most prominent figures. Extensive knowledge of the schools
of thought and opinions of scholars in various branches of knowledge.
Use of fundamental principles and controls in studying and analyzing the
hadith.
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