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Abstract

Hebrew literature in America emerged primarily as a means of
teaching the Hebrew language in an easy and indirect way, especially for
children and school students. Most Jewish writers were Hebrew teachers,
which helped create educational literature with a pedagogical character.
One of the most prominent figures was Haim Abraham Friedland, who
simplified language in his textbooks by reducing the number of different
words, although he sometimes included difficult ones with translations.

Friedland’s stories were innovative in both content and style,
marked by humor, optimism, and playfulness, making them especially
appealing to children in America. Although his literary talent became
widely recognized only late in his life, his works influenced Hebrew
learners by combining creativity with pedagogy.

Believing that reading must be cultivated from early childhood,
Friedland produced suitable school texts and sought to strengthen
students’ national identity through extracurricular activities. His major
contribution was the collection *Beautiful Stories*, nearly one hundred
tales written in simple vocabulary and a joyful spirit, widely accepted by
young readers.

By adapting his stories to the needs of Jewish children in America,
Friedland created literature suited to their language and experience. For
this reason, critics unanimously regard him as the father of Hebrew
children’s literature in America.
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