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Mechanisms of ideological recruitment and extremism via social
media in the digital age: Its impact on Arab societies — Iraq as a
model
Asmaa Hussein Abbas
Mustansiriya University/ Faculty of Arts - Department of Psychology
Abstract

The Arab world is facing unprecedented challenges in light of the
digital transformation that has swept across all aspects of contemporary

life. Social media has become a major and influential platform for
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interaction and influence. Extremist groups of various types have
exploited these digital spaces to spread their extremist ideas and recruit
individuals from various locations, targeting youth in particular,
considering them a fragile environment that can be easily and quickly
controlled. This research aims to study the mechanisms of ideological
recruitment via social media and analyze the ways in which digital
extremism is spread, focusing on Iraq as a research model, highlighting
the features of this phenomenon in the Arab context. The research
relies on a descriptive and analytical approach supported by academic
sources and case studies. It concludes with the need to activate digital
awareness and strengthen the role of educational institutions in
countering extremist discourse.
Keywords: ideological recruitment, digital extremism, social media,
Iraq, extremist discourse.
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