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Papyri and their importance in history
L.Dr. Demiaa Ibrahim Daham Hamid
Salah Religious Education Directorate
Abstract

The Arab papyri are among the most important sources of political, economic
and social history, due to the diversity of their topics, as they included many:
orders, decrees, patents, agreements, correspondence, records and contracts of
all kinds, endowment documents, ownership, inheritance, gift, etc. . It also
included data on financial resources, such as tribute, taxes, account statements,
employee salaries, and tax payment lists... Therefore, it contained many facts
that were not mentioned in traditional historical sources .Although the papyri
provide the oldest Arabic documents in the Islamic era, the science of papyri did
not arise until the year 1842 AD. In this year, some farmers discovered in a
cemetery or a well adjacent to the pyramid of Sagqara close to the Monastery of
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St. Jeremiah Bu Hermis a few sealed pottery Inside it are two Arab papyri. The
French Arabist published a. Sylvester de Sacy made this first discovery, and thus
became the founder of the science of Arabic papyri, and then the year 1877 AD
became the most important date in this branch of research. And it relied on
papyri, which are important contemporary documents that shed new light on
social, economic and cultural life, and they are objective in their material, as
they record transactions, actions, and matters that occurred and documented, and
there is no room for whim or bias in that recording.What increases the value of
the papyri is that they provide rich material in aspects that usually lack
information in historical sources. For example, they contain a lot about land
ownership, agriculture, endowments, rents, sales, industry, crafts, and craft
communities. The Egyptian National Library owns a rare, diverse and distinctive
collection of papyri, despite its scarcity compared to international collections.
This collection recorded the state of Egyptian society in its political and
administrative system, systems, transactions, customs and traditions, and it is an
indispensable source.

Keywords: papyri, history
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