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Abstract

was one of the most important economic and commercial regions
in Islamic history, distinguished by its strategic geographical location,
which made it a meeting point for major land trade routes, such as the
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Silk Road. This contributed to connecting the East and the West and
encouraged the exchange of goods and commodities. Khurasan was a
major transit hub for the silk trade coming from China to the Islamic
world, along with valuable goods such as spices, precious stones, and
handcrafted products. The region benefited from its rich natural
resources, as its fertile agricultural lands produced large quantities of
grains like wheat and barley, in addition to cultivating fruits and
vegetables that contributed to food security and supported the local
economy. The region was also known for livestock farming, providing
meat, dairy products, and leather, as well as byproducts used in traditional
industries. Industries in Khurasan played a pivotal role in boosting
economic activity. Its major cities, such as Nishapur, Merv, and Balkh,
were renowned for textile production, especially silk and carpets, which
were exported to various parts of the Islamic world and beyond. Metal
industries also flourished, including gold and silver crafting, as well as
the manufacture of weapons and agricultural tools, strengthening the
region's position as a significant production center. The widespread
commercial activity contributed to the development of local and
international markets, as Khurasan's cities attracted traders from different
regions. This led to cultural diversity, the exchange of ideas, and the
transfer of technology. Additionally, these cities provided strong
infrastructure to support trade, including caravanserais, trade caravans,
and paved roads, which facilitated the movement of goods and travelers.
The economic role of Khurasan was not limited to trade and industry but
extended to the financial system, where taxes on economic activities
constituted a significant portion of the Islamic caliphate's revenue. This
supported the state’s military and administrative projects. Furthermore,
the flourishing trade in Khurasan helped strengthen the Islamic currency
and expand its use in regional and international markets. The Abbasid
Caliphate, which used Khurasan as a base for its rise, played a significant
role in developing the region by investing in infrastructure improvements

and promoting economic activities.
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