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Abstract

This research aims to analyze the impact of North Korea’s nuclear capabilities on the
strategic balance in East Asia, amidst escalating regional tensions and geopolitical
rivalry. North Korea’s nuclear program has become one of the most pressing challenges
to regional security, representing a direct threat to neighboring countries and playing a
significant role in reshaping traditional power dynamics.The study is based on the
hypothesis that North Korea’s nuclear arsenal is not merely a defensive deterrent, but a
strategic tool to enhance its regional and international standing. The research adopts a
descriptive-analytical approach to examine the development of North Korea’s military
capabilities and assess their political and security implications, both bilaterally and
across the broader regional security framework .the continued development of North
Korea’s nuclear arsenal threatens the sustainability of strategic balance in East Asia and
increases the risk of a regional arms race. This occurs in the context of ineffective
international sanctions and diplomatic efforts, which calls for the adoption of new
security approaches based on dialogue and mutual deterrence to ensure stability in the
region.

Keywords: North Korea, nuclear capabilities, strategic balance, East Asia, arms race,
regional security
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