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Abstract

The researcher studying the history of Ismaili Shiism and the
Fatimid mission in India will find that the movement's activity coincided
with the beginning of the Islamic conquests of India in the first century
AH. The Shiite missionaries entered with the commander Muhammad bin
Qasim Al-Thagafi during his conquest of the Sindh region, as several
Shiites joined the army, hiding under the cloak of Sufism. Although the
Shiite presence in the Indian subcontinent initially began quietly and
covertly, it is considered one of the earliest Shiite presences in South
Asia, dating back to the first Islamic conquests of these vast areas.
Over time, this presence began to expand gradually, supported by the
Fatimid Caliphs in Egypt, who gave India a prominent place in their
political agendas. They were keen to extend the mission to other regions
of India. The activities of the religious missionaries were diverse,
encompassing commercial, political, social, and intellectual fields, thus
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forming an integrated network that makes it easier to understand the roots
and outcomes of the mission Moreover, the historical and cultural factors
shared between India and Fatimid Egypt contributed to the strengthening
of the Ismaili Shiite presence in the region, either through intellectual
movements or direct contact with centers of Shiism in the Islamic world.
This expansion aligned with the Islamic conquests that India underwent
In successive stages. As Shiite interest grew in consolidating its presence
in areas under Islamic influence, changes emerged in the policies of some
Ismaili missionaries, reflecting a degree of leniency towards those
entering the Ismaili sect, aiming to gain a large popular base in the
country. This led to the anger of decision-makers in the Fatimid state,
who considered it a violation of Ismaili teachings aimed at implementing
the true faith, As a result, opponents were marginalized, and those who
upheld the correct ideology were appointed, leading to the expansion of
the movement in the cities of Multan and Mansura, and subsequently to
other parts of the country, a process that continues to this day.
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