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The role of the International Committee of the Red Cross during the US
invasion of Iraq
Lec. Dr. Ali Jassim Alwan Abbas Al — Janabi
Imam Jaafar Al — Sadiq University — Faculty of Law
Abstract
The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) is one of the most
prominent non — governmental organizations that provide support, assistance
and relief to unarmed fighters and civilians. Following the US invasion of Iraq
and the accompanying security disturbances that were completely reflected in
the humanitarian reality in Irag, the field role of the ICRC emerged through the
expansion of the scope of its activities, as a result of the increase in
humanitarian needs that resulted from the events after the occupation as a result
of military actions related to the protection of prisoners and detainees, the
displaced and the displaced, or what resulted from security incidents due to the
tension and sectarian fighting that led to the displacement of thousands since
2006, not to mention the security collapse due to the control of the terrorist
organization "ISIS" in 2014. These variables prompted the ICRC to intensify its
awareness — raising and relief efforts in Iraq.
Keywords: International Humanitarian Law, Geneva Conventions, International
Committee of the Red Cross, Relief, Irag, US invasion of Irag.
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@ Group of authors, Discover the ICRC, International Committee of the Red Cross, 2005, P.
3.

@ David P. Forsythe And others, The International Committee of the Red Cross A Neutral
Humanitarian Actor, Taylor & Francis, England, 2007, P. 6.

@ Christy Shucksmith, The International Committee of the Red Cross and Its Mandate to
Protect and Assist Law and Practice, Bloomsbury Publishing, London, 2017, P. 24.

@) Ibid, P. 25.

®) Bonita Gilbert, Building for War: The Epic Saga of the Civilian Contractors and Marines of
Wakelsland in World War 11, Casemate Publishers, Pennsylvania, 2012, P. 85.
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(2) International Committee of the Red Cross, Statutes and Rules of Procedure of the
International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, adopted by the 25th International
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Condition of the Wounded and Sick in Armed Forces in the Field of 12 August 1949,
adopted and opened for signature, ratification and accession by the Diplomatic Conference
for the Establishment of International Conventions for the Protection of Victims of War,
held at Geneva from 21 April to 12 August 1949, Geneva, 1949, p. 2.
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@ 1bid, P. 4.

@ International Committee of the Red Cross, Geneva Convention relative to the Treatment of
Prisoners of War of 12 August 1949, adopted and opened for signature, ratification and
accession by the Diplomatic Conference for the Establishment of International
Conventions for the Protection of Victims of War, held at Geneva from 21 April to 12
August 1949, Geneva, 1949, p. 22.

@ International Committee of the Red Cross, Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of
Civilian Persons in Time of War of 12 August 1949, adopted and opened for signature,
ratification and accession by the Diplomatic Conference for the Establishment of
International Conventions for the Protection of Victims of War, held at Geneva from 21
April to 12 August 1949, Geneva, 1949, p. 32.
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