2025 glyu3a goilill s5allf16 slaoll dilunitll oglall day yill dale/ dailunifll og—tall i1y o

L dgad) Al duggh) Aalal) jdl) & cplly dlad)

DD (S e (s

A
~

b))
Gshad) dand Ao old) La.a.

Al aslall 4 pll 400S — (Ll drals
Doubt and Certainty in Pre-Islamic Poetry: Tribal Identity as a
Model
Haneen Hassan Mahdi Jabr
Supervised by
Asst. Prof. Dr. Rafah Ali Neamah Al-Azzawi
University of Babylon — College of Education for Human Sciences
hum747.hnyn.hasan@student.uobabylon.edu.iq

Abstract

Tribal identity is considered one of the most defining characteristics of pre-
Islamic Arabs. The tribe represented a source of protection, strength, and
belonging, and certainty in this identity—as well as pride in it—was clearly
reflected in poetry. The poet often expressed his emotions toward his tribe,
whether those emotions were of certainty, pride, reproach, or doubt. He felt
certainty when the tribe supported him in times of hardship, but at other times,
doubt would emerge, and he would rebel against the tribe's values and customs if it
disappointed him or failed to offer support. This fluctuation between doubt and
certainty  reflects the nature of social life in that era

This study was constructed to shed light on doubt and certainty within tribal
identity in pre-Islamic poetry. It explored how poets expressed their wavering
stance toward their tribes and lineage, and how doubt infiltrated the very structure
of tribal belonging. This was reflected in the tension of poetic discourse between
glorification and skepticism. Such doubt was not a sign of weakness, but rather an
indication of the individual's self-awareness within a seemingly cohesive society.

Keywords: doubt, certainty, identity, tribe.
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