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Abstract:

This research aims to examine the means of linguistic persuasion in Al-Tha’alibi’s
book ““ Improving the Ugly and Denouncing the Beautiful by Al-Tha’alibi” (The Im-
provement of the Ugly and the Ugliness of the Beautiful), describing them as persuasive
means reduced to simple or complex verbal forms with effective influence. These forms
are organized within the structural patterns of discourse, controlling its persuasive di-
rection and shaping its argumentative logic, until they become a comprehensive system
embedded in the deep structure of discourse. These methods constitute a prominent
phenomenon in Al-Tha’alibi’s choices of texts that he included in his book, as his work
was based on a dialectical vision that deals with values from an inverted perspective
and seeks to turn the scales between good and bad within a conscious semantic system
that carries the intention of influencing the recipient and calls him to convince through
an intertwined relational system of rhetorical mechanisms and argumentative inferential
mechanisms. Through which Al-Tha’alibi sought to establish a kind of relativity in deal-
ing with value judgments, which would allow for the reproduction of meaning and the
generation of new readings of values, based on a rhetorical-argumentative awareness that

balances between artistic enjoyment and persuasive effectiveness.

Keywords: Linguistic persuasion, The Book of Improving the Ugly and Denouncing

the Beautiful, Al-Tha’alibi.
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