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Abstract

The current research aims to identify the effectiveness of employing
dramatized stories in the achievement of Social Studies and the
development of design thinking among fourth—grade female students,To
achieve this goal, the researcher formulated the following null
hypotheses:
There is no statistically significant difference at the (.05 level between
the mean scores of the experimental group students who studied Social
Studies using dramatized stories and the mean scores of the control
group students who studied the same subject using the traditional
method in the post-achievement test.
There is no statistically significant difference at the (.05 level between
the mean scores of the experimental group students who studied Social
Studies using dramatized stories and the mean scores of the control
group students who studied the same subject using the traditional
method in the post-measure of design thinking,There is no statistically
significant difference at the (.05 level between the pre— and post-
application scores of the experimental group students on the measure of
design thinking.
To verify the hypotheses, the researcher conducted a full semester
experiment using a semi-controlled experimental design with two
independent groups: an experimental group and a control group. The
methodology involved achievement tests and pre— and post-measures
of design thinking.
The research population consisted of female students in government
primary morning schools affiliated with the Directorate of Education in
Babel Center. The researcher intentionally selected (Al-Maarifa Girls’
School) for its proximity, representing the study sample from the center
of Hillah / Thuwwra neighborhood. The sample included 60 students,

selected via simple random sampling, with students divided into two
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groups: (A) the experimental group with 30 students and (B) the control
group with 30 students,Statistical equivalence was established between
the two groups in variables such as age (measured in months), parental
educational attainment, previous knowledge test, Raven intelligence test,
and pre—measures of design thinking. Other variables were controlled to
ensure research validity.

The scientific material covered grades (4th, 5th, and 6th) from the
Social Studies textbook for the 2024-2(025 academic year, published by
the Ministry of Education, 14th edition. The researcher developed 100
behavioral objectives distributed across Bloom’s cognitive domains:
knowledge, comprehension, and application. Additionally, she prepared
30 daily instructional plans, reviewed by experts, and made necessary
adjustments,Regarding the tools used:The achievement test consisted of
20 multiple-choice items. It demonstrated high reliability, with a
coefficient of (.81, and after correction with Spearman—-Brown formula,
reliability increased to (.90,The design thinking scale contained 20
items, with a reliability coefficient of (0.85.

Statistical analysis involved using appropriate methods such as
independent T-tests, standard deviation, mean, Chi-square, difficulty
index, discrimination index, effectiveness of distractors, paired T-tests,
Pearson, Spearman-Brown correlation coefficients, and others,Results
analysis showed that students taught via dramatized stories
outperformed those who were taught via the traditional method, with a
statistically significant difference at the (.05 level. Based on these
findings, the researcher concluded:Conclusions:The use of the
dramatized stories strategy contributes to improving fourth—grade
students' achievement in Social Studies by helping them organize and
recall information easily,The strategy also promotes development of

other thinking skills, such as critical and creative thinking, by motivating
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students to participate, interact, and study the material in non-traditional
ways.

Recommendations:Adopt the dramatized stories strategy in teaching
Social Studies for fourth—grade students,Encourage teachers to
incorporate arts (drawing, music, theater, singing, etc.) in their teaching
to enhance student engagement, understanding of concepts, and
development of various thinking skills,Suggestions:Conduct studies to
explore the impact of the dramatized stories strategy in other
subjects,Conduct comparative studies between the effectiveness of
dramatized stories and other teaching strategies.

Keywords: Employing anthropomorphic stories, social material,
design thinking.
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