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Abstract Local governance is a fundamental factor in achieving sustainable development, playing a crucial role
in delivering public services, enhancing decentralization, and balancing economic, social, and environmental
development. This research aims to examine the current state of local governance in Iraq, the challenges it faces,
and the necessary reforms to strengthen its role in achieving sustainable development. The study analyzes local laws
and regulations, reviews successful international experiences, and proposes mechanisms to improve local
governance efficiency by enhancing decentralization, increasing transparency, and developing institutional
capacities. The research concludes that local governance reform is essential for promoting sustainable development
in Iraq, requiring the adoption of effective policies that support good governance and efficient administration.
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