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Cultural Restitution of Historical Heritage: The State of Cultural

Property after 2003
Dr.marym abd ali
Al-Mustansiriyah University / Al-Mustansiriyah Center for Arab and
International Studies
Abstract:

Since the second half of the nineteenth century, international
law has Dbeen developing rules for the preservation of cultural
heritage and the organization of cultural property seized during
armed conflict. Today, it is recognized that international law
prohibits looting. The 1954 Hague Convention for the Protection
of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict stipulates that
artifacts seized from conflict-affected territories must be returned.
The protection of cultural heritage, as part of the contribution of
every people to the culture of the world, constitutes a link between
the present and the roots of the past and the contributions of
civilization. Throughout the ages, humanity has sought to limit
resorting to war because of the destruction it causes to cultural
heritage property. Therefore, efforts must be doubled to protect
such property through international law, which obliges all parties
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to the conflict to commit to protecting it regardless of the violation
of the rules of war by any party, which should be prepared to
respect international law.
Keywords: Cultural property, cultural heritage, war, international
law.
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