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Abstract:
After 2003, Iraq witnessed profound political and security trans—
formations, accompanied by an unprecedented escalation in the
use of human rights discourse at the international level. Human
rights principles emerged as a fundamental tool in justifying the
US miilitary intervention and the overthrow of the former Iraqi
regime. Major powers, led by the United States, used interna—
tional means, such as United Nations reports, international hu—
man rights organizations, and special courts, to establish a hu-
manitarian discourse that served political and strategic agendas.
This study aims to analyze how human rights principles were
politically exploited in the Iraqi situation. This is done by trac—
ing the means used to justify the intervention, then evaluating
the oversight and accountability mechanisms imposed on Iraq in
the post—-occupation period. The study also examines the impact
this exploitation had on national sovereignty and on Iraqi citi-
zens> confidence in human rights concepts, as well as the weak—
ening of national institutions in favor of foreign agendas. The
study concludes that the political exploitation of human rights in
Iraq after 2003 was not purely neutral or humanitarian, but rath—
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er came within an international strategy to reshape the political
map of the region, with a clear absence of justice. International
standards and a double standard in dealing with violations based
on interests. This exploitation has had serious repercussions, in—
cluding the erosion of state legitimacy, the disintegration of the
legal system, and growing skepticism regarding human rights
principles themselves. Based on these findings, the study recom-
mended a review of the international human rights system and
its separation from political hegemony. It also recommended
strengthening national justice institutions in Iraq and rebuilding
Iraqi citizens> confidence in their rights as part of a comprehen-
sive system, not merely as tools for external pressure.
Keywords: political transformations, human rights, censorship, ac—
countability.
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