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Abstract:

The grandeur of the Quranic structure lies in its masterful arrangement and
eloquent composition, where the prioritization and deferral of the terms “hardship”
(al- ‘usr) and “ease” (al-yusr) weave a semantic tapestry that reinforces Islam’s
cosmological vision and unveils the wisdom of rhetorical construction in shaping
meaning. This study is grounded in a contemplative rhetorical analysis of the
contexts in which this duality is advanced or delayed, deducing methods of lexical
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rhythm and semantic equilibrium that establish a complementary relationship
between adversity and relief. The analysis highlights how textual sequencing
serves the principle of “facilitation” (faysir) as a core Quranic value. By
prioritizing “hardship,” the Quran emphasizes its transient nature, preceding the
inevitability of relief, while the rhetorical deferral of “ease” manifests as a divine
promise of mercy and abundance. The genius of the Quranic structure lies in
transforming lexical contrast into semantic unity, entrenching trust and optimism,
and harmonizing intellect and spirit in comprehending life’s universal laws.The
significance of this study emerges from its revelation of a rhetorical secret that
embodies the interaction between word and intent, offering a distinctive vision of
how faith-based values are constructed through linguistic frameworks. This
enriches discourse on the Quran’s eloquence as a miracle and opens new horizons
for studying antithetical dualities in light of modern linguistic sciences.Beyond the
lexical dimension, the study expands to encompass sensory engagement with
meaning. The phonetic harmony between the harsh consonants of “hardship™ (*“-s-
r*) and the soft consonants of “ease” (*y-s-r*) achieves a musical coherence that
mirrors the real-world contradiction between hardship and peace, transmuting
contrast into a unified melody that maps life’s trajectory with deliberation.Thus,
the Quranic structure becomes a methodology for interpreting existence. Its
emphasis on advancing “hardship” invites reflection on the wisdom of trials, while
deferring “ease” transforms into a message brimming with hope, affirming that
every hardship carries within it the seeds of relief. In this framework, the rhetorical
lesson lies in guiding human thought to transcend the confines of present adversity
and extend its gaze toward the expansive horizon of the future.Ultimately,
prioritization and deferral are not mere linguistic artistry but an existential dialogue
engaging both mind and heart. It employs the rhythm of words to build unwavering
conviction that the alternation between hardship and ease is a divine law, refining
the soul and elevating the believer’s rank through a balanced path that intertwines
the test of patience and the promise of reward.

Keywords: Prioritization - Deferral - Hardship - Ease - Structure - Quranic
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