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Abstract

This research, entitled "Symbolic Semiotics in Surah al-Naml — A Rhetorical-
Analytical Study," explores a unique layer of Qur’anic discourse through its symbolic
structure, wherein the symbol operates not merely as a linguistic ornament but as an
epistemological tool, a rhetorical strategy, and a semantic mechanism that deepens
meaning and broadens spiritual vision. The study employs semiotic analysis within a
framework of Qur’anic rhetoric and interpretation, carefully avoiding philosophical
abstraction and maintaining methodological discipline grounded in Islamic textual
tradition.The objective of the study is to uncover the intertwined symbolic structures
in Surah al-Naml and to analyze how the Qur’anic sign (al-ayah) functions as a
suggestive communicative device that transcends literal expression into the realm of
implication and cognitive resonance. The first chapter presents a theoretical
foundation, discussing the historical development of semiotics, the concept of
symbolism in language, Arabic rhetoric, and classical Islamic thought, as well as the
presence of symbols in sacred texts and the epistemological criteria for applying
semiotic methodology to the Qur’an.The second chapter offers applied analysis,
examining the symbolism of the Fire of Moses as a divine manifestation; the Hoopoe
as a visionary messenger and bearer of prophetic intelligence; the Throne of Bilgis as
a symbol of transformation from sovereignty to submission; the Ant as the voice of
collective consciousness and moral alertness; the Kingdom of Solomon as a symbolic
system balancing supernatural power with prophetic intent; and finally, the cosmic
symbols in the closing verses that elevate the reader from narrative detail to universal
reflection.The study concludes that symbolism in the Qur’an is not decorative but a
deliberate, layered system of meaning wherein sensory signs harmonize with spiritual
objectives. Surah al-Naml emerges as a paradigmatic text in this regard, constructing
a symbolic universe that integrates creatures, natural elements, and divine messages
into a cohesive narrative of guidance and monotheism.This research contributes to

contemporary Qur’anic studies by proposing a framework for disciplined symbolic
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reading—one that respects the sacredness of the text, draws on its rhetorical depth,
and uncovers the cognitive and spiritual functions of its symbolic signs.

Keywords: Semiotics, Symbolism, Surah al-Naml, the Holy Qur’an
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