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Research into the Arbaeen Pilgrimage as a phenomenon is not a product
of the present «nor is it the product of fleeting moments isolated from the social
circumstances and conditions that produced it .Rather <it is the product of premonitions
that accumulated through an objective reality that extends deep into Arab-Islamic
history and is rooted in popular memory .The factors of place and time intertwineds
forming a collective «formative consciousness that extends deep into the lived presente
manifesting in rituals <ceremonies <and ceremonies that expressed¢ and continue to
express¢ the depth of the tragedy in the memory of Muslims. Furthermore« the social
structure is¢ and remains¢ a religious structure. From a sociological perspectives
religious thinking has been and continues to be the way people think about their
social lives¢ especially in Arab-Islamic society« which was founded on a religious
vision and has remained so. This remains the case< with some minor differences
in practice that do not diminish the importance and effectiveness of this vision in
society.

The primary objective of studying the phenomenon and examining it from within¢
according to a scientific methodology:« is to identify the factors and causes that led
to its exacerbation and expansion after the fall of the regime in 2003. It also aims
to investigate social relations and their consequences during participation and the
practice of traveling vast distances¢ as social and cultural customs and values are
transmitted between participating sub-communities. It is also possible to identify the
political and religious exploitation of the phenomenon by institutions« movementss
and parties that support it¢« creating the largest collective behavioral phenomenon in
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Iraq throughout history. The researcher used several scientific methods to understand
the aspects of the phenomenon under study« the research problem. Accordingly« the
research problem lies in several questions¢ the most important of which are:

What are the reasons that have motivated Muslims¢ especially Shiites¢ to
commemorate Ashura and the Arbaeen pilgrimage for centuries and up to the present

time?

Keywords : symbol¢ weather« Arbaeen visit¢ Ashura
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