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The commentators' view of coercion in the Qur'an
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Abstract:
Books of interpretation have addressed the concept of coercion in the Holy
Quran as an exceptional case that lifts legal responsibility for actions or
statements made under pressure or threat. They base this on the Almighty's

statement: "Except for one who is forced [to speak] while his heart is at
rest in faith" (An-Nahl: 106).
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The majority of interpreters have agreed that coercion permits a person to
utter something he does not outwardly believe in, provided his heart is at
rest in faith, provided that the threat is real and concrete, and that there is
no means of escaping it.

Interpreters have differed on some details, including the extent to which
this permission encompasses speech and action, the limits of coercion
considered legally valid, and its effect on waiving prescribed punishments
and penalties. Interpreters have also discussed the distinction between
coercive and non-coercive coercion, and the extent to which each type
affects responsibility. It can be said that the interpreters' view represents a
compassionate approach to understanding Islamic law, combining the
preservation of religion and life, and emphasizing the balance between the
outward appearance of an action and the inner intention.

Keywords: Coercion, Quranic interpretation, Quranic interpreters, An-
Nahl 106, legal dispensation, coercion and intention, coercion in Islamic
law, limits of coercion.
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