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Abstract:
This exegetical treatise addresses the verse: «And Allah is not un-
Jjust to His servantsy (Al Imran: 182), by analyzing and responding
to theological objections related to the causality of divine justice
in punishment. Al-Fadil Al-Baydawi, in his interpretation, holds
that the negation of injustice implies the existence of justice, and

that justice entails rewarding the righteous and punishing the
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wrongdoer. Therefore, justice becomes a cause for punishing
those who deserve it.

Soime exegetes objected to this view arguing that refraining from
punishing someone who deserves it is not, in itself, considered
injustice, and thus the negation of injustice cannot be taken as a
reason for inflicting punishment.

Al-Wani responds that this objection results from a confusion be—
tween a cause and a compelling cause. A cause does not necessar-
ily entail the result, just as a pen is a cause of writing but does not
compel it. He clarifies that justice is a non-compelling cause of
punishment—it does not necessitate it, but it allows and justifies it
when the condition of deserving is fulfilled. He also explains that
the negation of injustice does not oblige Allah to punish; rather,
it confirms that punishiment, when it occurs, is always based on
justice, not on whim or oppression,

A comparison between Al-Bavdawi’s interpretations in Al Imran
and Al-Anfal shows consistency in meaning; in both contexts, the
negation of injustice removes the possibility of punishment with-
out sin, rather than requiring punishment in every case.

Al-Wani shows that these interpretations aim to restrict punish-
ment to those who have sinned, not to deny divine mercy or limit
Allah’s will. He also refutes the claim that causality must be based
on moral desert, using examples such as wrongful killing or beat—
ing, which cause harm without being deserved, Thus, causality is
not confined to moral desert but may operate according to Al-
lah’s laws in creation.

The analysis further shows that refraining from punishment is
not a denial of justice but rather a manifestation of mercy, Allah
combines justice with grace. The verse indicates that Allah does
not punish without sin, and never acts unjustly, but this does not
mean that every sinner must be punished. Justice serves as a pos—

sible cause for punishment, but it does not alwavys lead to it, as it
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remains subject to Allah’s will
What appears to be a difference in Al-Baydawi’s wording be-
tween the two verses is actually due to differences in context, not
contradiction in meaning,
The treatise concludes that Al-Baydawi’s interpretation is coher-
ent and rooted in solid theological reasoning, combining both ra—
tional and textual evidence, The objections discussed are skillfully
addressed, with precise distinctions between theological concepts.
This exegetical model offers a refined example of how Quranic
interpretation and theology can be integrated to serve the deeper
understanding of the Quranic message, without compromising
its essential meaning,
Keywords: Divine Justice, Denial of Injustice, Al-Baydawi’s Ex-
egesis, Causality and Reason, Punishment and Deservedness
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