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Abstract:
This research deals with the investigation and study of the thesis
of Ismail bin Muhammad bin Mustafa Abu al-Fida al-Qunawi
(d 1195AH), entitled (A Letter on the Refutation of the Objection
to Al-Ghazali’s Statemment: There is nothing more creative than
what was possible).
This thesis discusses the objections raised regarding Imam Al-
Ghazali’s famous statement: “Nothing is possible that is more
perfect than what has been,” which has been a subject of contro—
versy among scholars and philosophers. Some of them saw this
statement as an attempt to deny God Almighty’s ability to create
a world more perfect than this one. However, Al-Qunawi (may
God have mercy on him) explained that what is meant by it is not
to deny absolute divine power, but rather to point to a firmly es—
tablished doctrinal principle, which is that God Almighty’s eternal
knowledge is connected to the existence of the world in this most
perfect manner and order.
Al-Qunawi (imay God have mercy on him) explained that what
Imam al-Ghazali meant was not related to the denial of power,
but rather to the eternal divine knowledge being related to the oc—
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currence of the world in the form it is in, such that it is impossible
for anyvthing other than that to occur after knowledge is related to
it, even if it is possible in itself

The research seeks to highlight the intellectual value of this text

within the context of Islamic theology, and to clarify the accura-

cy of Imam Al-Ghazali’s distinction between intrinsic possibility
and impossibility by others,

The investigation also studies the two approved manuscript cop—

ies of the thesis, compares their texts, and documents the sources
on which the author relied.

Keywords: Al-Ghazali, theology, philosophers, divine power,

eternal knowledge, possibility and impossibility
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