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The Village and the City and Their Impact on the Formation of the Iraqi
Personality
- An Anthropological Study —

Professor Dr. ABDULWAHID MISHAAL ABED *
Department of Sociology / College of Arts / University of Baghdad
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Summary
The research aims to understand the influence of village culture and
city culture on the formation of Iraqgi identity. The significance of
the research lies in the current stage of lIragi identity, particularly
how rural culture impacts its social behavior in its environment, and
the influence it experiences when transitioning to the city, amidst a
noticeable decline in urban culture and the dominance of rural
culture over rural identity, shaping its behavior in widespread rural

*University of Baghdad / College of Arts / Department of Sociology
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manifestations in the city. Meanwhile, urban culture faces
significant challenges, leading to a broad crisis within it. The
research comparatively examines the influences of both rural and
urban cultures to comprehend the essence of Iragi identity at this
stage and its effects on the political, social, and economic landscape
of the country, as well as the possible emergence of new behavioral
patterns in the city. Additionally, it considers how modern
communication methods impact Iraqi identity in both urban and
rural environments and the potential future effects on its cultural and
social formation.

As for the research methodology, it followed the ethnographic
method, social survey using sampling, and comparative method,
employing in it anthropological tools such as interviews, participant
observation, and informants. The research then reached important
results, the most significant of which are:

1- The field study revealed that rural culture has a significant
impact on the disintegration and weakening of urban culture
under the exceptional conditions that Iraqi society faces in its
contemporary history, and under the conditions of rural
migration to the city.

2- It also became clear that the influence of rural culture began to
appear in state institutions and other aspects of life through the
presence of differentiation among employees based on the
connections some of them have with relatives who are officials
in the state compared to others, as the percentage of those who
see this among both rural and urban residents is (58%). Others
somewhat supported the emergence of favoritism in state
departments according to the law at a rate of (79.1%), while the
percentage of those who believe that an employee feels proud
in front of his relatives, at the expense of the law, for
completing their transactions is.
A3

-3-The field study showed that most respondents in rural and urban
areas stand by their relatives in various circumstances, with a
percentage of (77.5%). It was also evident that the reason for
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this stance among (75%) is their fear of being labeled as
cowardly for not supporting their relatives.
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