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United States of America Relations with Maghreb State
1776-1805

Dr. Barakat Mohammed Suleiman Fayyad
General Directorate of Anbar Education
Abstract:

The ties between the United States of America and the Maghreb
states go back to the year 1776, when it announced the Declaration of
Independence from Britain on June 4, 1776. The United States of
America began trying to consolidate its economic activity with the three
Maghreb states (Algeria, Tunisia, Morocco), and that activity culminated
in After the entry of American commercial ships into the aforementioned
states after completing the procedures related to the approval of the
Ottoman Empire through its effective consulate with the states of the
Maghreb.

It is clear that the United States of America at that time lacked
diplomatic experience with the outside world, especially with the Arab
states, whose naval fleet did not allow foreign ships to anchor or navigate
off its coasts except after concluding conditional and lengthy peace
agreements through which it obtained taxes and material gifts on the
imported goods. To or out of Arab ports, so the United States of America
was forced to mediate with the European countries close to the three
states to allow its ships to practice their trade normally through American
merchants. Although France did not agree to the American request, the
French advised them of the necessity of complying with the demands of
the stakeholders in The three states and their negotiations to conclude
agreements or treaties regulating the work of merchants and ensuring
their interests there, and on March 7, 1784, the US Congress issued a
resolution that included the formation of a committee known as (the
Purchase of Peace). The members of the committee were chosen from
well-known American figures, and they were: Benjamin Franklin,
Thomas Jefferson, And John Adams, and David Humphreys was
appointed its Secretary-General, but the committee did not achieve
anything significant after indirect negotiations with the three states, and
the United States of America repeated the attempt by sending John Lamb,
who was unable to reach any significant result, but the last decade of the
eighteenth century witnessed a major shift in relations between the two
parties, which resulted in the conclusion of treaties between the leaders of
the three countries and representatives of the United States of America
that regulated trade between the two parties.

Keywords: Arab ports, navigation, treaties, maritime piracy,
negotiations, ransom.
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