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Economic Life in Andalusia during the Caliphate Era
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Abstract:

Andalusia, during the reign of Abd al-Rahman al-Nasir, was known
as the richest country in the Middle Ages, due to the flourishing of
agriculture, industry, and trade, and the abundance of spoils and fifths.
The country entered a phase of prosperity and wealth unprecedented in its
previous eras. Andalusia was primarily an agricultural country, and the
land tax, tribute, and fifths were the main sources of income for the state
treasury, Agriculture began to flourish as a result of the state's interest in

-163 -



Al Malweah
for Archaeological
and Historical Studies

: Vol 12, Issue 41, Aug 2025
») P-ISSN: 2413-1326
) E-ISSN: 2708-602X

%

i

Q"‘".L_\_J_\Ji*

this important resource. It improved the conditions of agricultural
workers, dropped some taxes on farmers, and created conditions that
increased the use of the land and increased production. Andalusia became
famous for the cultivation of wheat, olives, and various types of fruits. In
addition to its forests, which are an important source of wealth and a raw
material used in many light and heavy industries, and the livestock and
fish wealth for which large areas of Andalusia were famous, the Arabs
excelled in agriculture and irrigation works, and Andalusia became,
during their era, a vast paradise thanks to the Arabs’ technical methods in
agriculture.

Keywords: agriculture, trees, markets, industrial activity, mineral wealth,
silk textiles, artisans and craftsmen, economic prosperity, metals and
ceramics.
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1- Al-Jawahiri: Abu Nasr Ismail bin Hammad Al-Farabi (d. 393 AH / 1002 AD) Al-
Sihah, the Crown of Language and the Correct Arabic, 4th ed., edited by: Ahmad
Abdul Ghafoor Attar, Dar Al-Ilm Lil-Malayin, Beirut. 1407 AD.

2- Al-Fayrouzabadi: Tahir Muhammad bin Ya'qub (d. 817 AH / 1415 AD) Al-
Qamus Al-Muhit, edited by: Heritage Verification Office at Al-Resalah
Foundation, under the supervision of Muhammad Na'im Al-Arqgasousi, Al-
Resalah Foundation for Printing, Publishing and Distribution. Beirut. 2005.

3- Al-Jabouri: Sabir Mahmoud Saloum Ali, Agricultural Methods from the Book of
Nabataean Agriculture by Ibn Wahshiyya (d. 4 AH/ 10 AD), 2021.

4- Al-Samarra'i: Khalil, History of the Arabs and Their Civilizations in Andalusia.
Mosul: 1986 AD.

5- A great river that cuts through the land of the capital of Andalusia in ancient
times. It emerges from the land of the Galicians and flows into the Roman Ocean.
It is a river described as one of the rivers of the world. On it, at a distance from
Toledo, is a great bridge built by previous kings. It is one of the described
countries. Al-Hamdani, Abu Abdullah Muhammad bin Abdul-Munem (900 AH /
1494 AD): Description of the Island of Andalusia, 2, selected from Al-Rawd Al-
Mu’tar fi Khabar Al-Aqtar, edited by: Levi-Provengal, Dar Al-Jeel, Beirut, 1988.

6- A metric unit of area equal to ten thousand square meters. See: Ahmed Mukhtar,
Dictionary of Contemporary Arabic, Alam Al-Kutub, 2008.

7- Al-Issawi: Tariq Ahmed Rajab, The Markets of Cordoba in the Eras of the
Emirate and Caliphate (138-422 AH / 755-1031 AD), Master's Thesis, College of
Education, Samarra University, Samarra, 2016.
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Al-Nageeb: Ahlam, History of Andalusia during the Umayyad Caliphate Era, Ibn
Al-Atheer Printing and Publishing House, Mosul, 2006.

Gustave Le Bon, The Civilization of the Arabs, 3rd ed., Dar Thya' al-Turath al-
Arabi, translated by Adel Zaiter, Beirut, 1979.

Hassan: Ibrahim Hassan, The Political, Cultural, and Social History of Islam, Dar
al-Jeel, Beirut, 1996.

A type of natural herbal medicine used to treat stomach and abdominal pain.
"Jawarish" is an Arabicized name meaning "digestive," and "Jawarishat" refers to
digestive medications. Al-Nageeb: History of Andalusia.

Ibn Abi Usaibia: Muwaffaq al-Din Abi al-Abbas Ahmad ibn Qasim al-Khazraji
(d. 668 AH / 1270 AD) The Springs of News in the Classes of Physicians, edited
by: Muhammad Basil Ayun al-Sud, Dar al-Kutub al-Ilmiyyah for Printing and
Publishing. Beirut: 1998

Ibn Saeed al-Maghribi: Abu al-Hasan Ali ibn Musa (d. 685 AH / 1286 AD) The
Maghrib in the Ornaments of the Maghrib, edited by: Shawqi Dayf, Dar al-Maarif
(Cairo: n.d.)

Al-Samarra'i: Bassam Abdul Hamid Hussein, Roads and Post Offices in
Andalusia from the Arab Islamic Conquest until the Fall of Granada, Dar Al-
Hikma, London: 2025 AD.

Surah Al-Furgan: Verse 7.

Ibn Hawqal: Abu Al-Qasim Muhammad bin Ali Al-Nusaybi (d. 367 AH / 977
AD), The Image of the Earth, Dar Sadir, Beirut, 1938.

Al-Magri: Ahmad ibn Muhammad (1014 AH / 1631 AD), Nath al-Tayyib min
Ghusn al-Andalus al-Ratib, 2nd ed., Dar Sadir Printing House, Beirut, 1968.
Sa'id: Sabah Khabat Aziz, Andalusia: Economic Activity during the Caliphate
(316-422 AH/ 928-1031 AD), Damascus, 2017.

Ibn Hayyan: Abu Marwan Hayyan ibn Khalaf ibn Husayn al-Qurtubi (469 AH /
1076 AD), adapted from Akhbar Bilad al-Andalus, edited by Shalmita et al.,
Spanish-Arab Institute for Culture, Madrid, 1979.

Shabana: Muhammad Kamal, The Economic Situation in Andalusia during the
Eighth Century AH, Scientific Research Journal, Issue 8, Rabat, 1966.

Ibn al-Azri: Ahm ibn Umar ibn Anas (393-478 AH), Texts on Andalusia, edited
by: Abdulaziz al-Ahwani, Islamic Studies Press, Madrid, 1965.

Ibn Hayyan: Abu Marwan Hayyan ibn Khalaf ibn Husayn al-Qurtubi (d. 469 AH
/ 1076 AD), quoted, edited by Shalmita et al., Spanish-Arab Institute for Culture,
Madrid, 1979.

Al-Rifai: Anwar, Islam in its Civilization and Systems, Dar Al-Fikr, Damascus,
1973.

Ibn Al-Faqih Al-Hamadhani: Abu Bakr Ahmad ibn Muhammad (d. 290 AH / 902
AD), A Summary of the Book of Countries, edited by Youssef Hadi, Alam Al-
Kutub, Beirut, 1966.

Duwaidar: Hasan Youssef, Andalusian Society in the Umayyad Era (138-422 AH
/ 755-1030 AD), Al-Hussein Islamic Press, Cairo, 1994.

Al-Maghribi: Ahmad ibn Awad, (tenth-eleventh/seventeenth century) Picking
Flowers on the Shortcomings of Minerals and Stones and the Results of
Knowledge and Secrets, edited by: Robin Badri Tawfiq, General National Affairs
House, Baghdad, 1990.
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Al-Zuhri: Abu Abdullah Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr (d. 6th century AH) The Book
of Geography, edited by: Muhammad Haj Sadiq, Religious Culture Library, Port
Said, no date.

Narrator: Igbal Sun Ahmad Abdul Ghani, Arab Family Life in Andalusia from
the Conquest until the Beginning of the Almohad Era, Dar Dijlah, Amman, 2019.

Arslan: Shakib, History of Arab Conquests, Beirut, 1966.

Issawa: Muhammad, A Life of Luxury and Extravagance and Its Impact on
Andalusian Society during the Fourth and Fifth Centuries AH / Tenth and
Eleventh Centuries AH, Master's Thesis, Higher School of Professors in Arts and
Humanities, Algeria, 2013.

Ibn Hayyan: Abu Marwan Hayyan ibn Khalaf ibn Husayn al-Qurtubi (d. 469 AH
/1076 AD), quoted from Akhbar Bilad al-Andalus, edited by: Abdul Rahman Ali
al-Hajji, Sima Press, Beirut, 1956.

From the skins, meaning everything whose skin is visible, Yaqut al-Hamawi:
Shihab al-Din Abu Abdullah al-Baghdadi (622 AH / 1228 AD), Dictionary of
Countries, Dar Sadir for Printing and Publishing and Dar Beirut for Printing and
Publishing, 1955.

Abdel-Halim: Rajab Muhammad, Relations between Islamic Andalusia and
Christian Spain during the Umayyad Era, Dar Al-Kitab Al-Masry and Dar Al-
Kitab Al-Lubnani. (n.d.)

Qarh: Badr Al-Din, Craftsmen and Their Organization in Andalusia during the
Emirate and Caliphate Eras (138-422 AH / 706-1031 AD), Master's Thesis,
University of Martyr Hama Lakhdar Al-Wadi, Algeria, 2018.

Ibn Hayyan: Abu Marwan ibn Khalaf ibn Husayn al-Qurtubi (469 AH / 1076
AD), Al-Muqtabas fi Tarikh Rijal al-Andalus, edited by Mahmoud Ali Makki,
Dar al-Kitab al-Arabi, 1973.

Ibn al-Sammak: Muhammad ibn Abi al-Ala al-Maliki (d. 4 AH), Al-Zahrat al-
Manthura fi Nukat al-Akhbar al-Ma'thura, Journal of the Arab Institute for
Islamic Studies, Madrid, 1981.

Anonymous author: Tarikh Abd al-Rahman al-Nasir, introduction by Adnan ibn
al-Tuma, Dar Saad al-Din, Damascus, 1992.

Archibald, Louis, The Maritime and Commercial Powers of the Mediterranean
Basin, translated by Ahmed Mohamed Issa, reviewed and introduced by
Mohamed Shaqiq Gharbal, Al-Nahda Al-Masryia, Cairo, 1960.

Ibn Al-Kardabus, Abu Marwan Abdel-Malik Al-Tawzari (sixth century AH /
twelfth century AD), Al-Iktifa’ fi Akhbar Al-Khulafa’, edited by Ahmed Mukhtar
Al-Abbadi, Institute of Islamic Studies, Madrid, 1966.

Ibn Adhari: Abu al-Abbas Ahmad ibn Ahmad (d. 712 AH / 1312 AD), Al-Bayan
al-Maghrib fi Akhbar al-Andalus wa al-Maghrib, Sadir Library for Printing and
Publishing, Beirut, 1984.

Introduction to Ibn Khaldun, the first part of Ibn Khaldun's History, entitled The
Book of Lessons and the Diwan of Beginnings and News on the Days of the
Arabs, Persians, and Berbers and Those Who Were Their Contemporaries from
the Greatest Sultans, Beirut, 1971.

Al-Ashbili: Abu Bakr ibn Ibrahim, The Facilitation of Travel Industry, edited by
Abdullah Kanun, Institute of Islamic Studies in Madrid, Volume 2, 7, Madrid,
1960.
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43- Saad: Samiya Mustafa Muhammad, Economic and Social Life in the Region of
Granada during the Almoravid and Almohad Era, Library of Religious Culture,
Zagazig University, 2003.

44- Hamid Qustas Abdul Sattar, Masters of Professions and Crafts in Andalusian
Society During the Eras of the Emirate and Caliphate, Library of Religious
Culture, Algeria, 2009.

45- Ibn Ghalib, Muhammad ibn Ayyub al-Garnati al-Andalusi (571 AH/ 1175 AD)
A New Andalusian Text, Excerpt from the Book (The Joy of Souls in the Book of
Andalusia), Edited by: Lutfi Abdul Badi', Misr Press, Cairo: 1956 AD.

46- Al-Mas'udi: Ali ibn al-Hasan (346 AH / 957 AD), At-Tanbih wa al-Ishraf, edited
and reviewed by: Abdullah Ismail al-Sawi, Dar al-Sawi for Printing, Publishing
and Authorship, Cairo. 1357 AH/ 1938 AD.

47- Yaqut al-Hamawi, Shihab al-Din Abu Abdullah al-Baghdadi (d. 622 AH / 1228
AD), Mu'jam al-Buldan, Beirut, Dar Sadir for Printing and Publishing and Dar
Beirut for Printing and Publishing, Beirut: 1374 AH / 1955 AD.

48- al-Idrisi: Abu Abdullah Muhammad ibn Abdullah ibn Idris (560 AH / 1164 AD),
Description of the Maghreb, the Land of Sudan, and Egypt and Andalusia
((Taken from the book Nuzhat al-Mushtaq fi Ikhtiraq al-Afaq)), edited by:
Reinhart Dozy and de Goeje, Brill Press, Leiden. 1968 AD.
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