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The Accident of the Elephant Owners and God’s Care —
Glory Be to Him — for the Holy Places

Prof. Dr. Ahmed Tariq Hamoudi

University of Samarra / College of Arts

Prof. Dr. Abdullah Suleiman Abdullah

Emeritus Professor of Geology/Nuclear Materials Authority
Abstract:

Momentous events and divine signs preceded the Prophet’s mission.
Among the most significant incidents before the birth and mission of
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) was the attack on the Ka‘bah.
God revealed this story and recorded its details in the Qur’an. According
to the books of Sirah, Abraha al-Habasht was the deputy of the Negus in
Yemen. When he saw the Arabs performing pilgrimage to the Ka‘bah and
venerating it, he resented this and sought to divert people away from it.
He built a grand church in San‘a’ so that people might perform
pilgrimage there instead of to the Ka'bah. Abraha swore to march against
Makkah and demolish it. He prepared a large army and set out towards
the Sacred House. Among his troops was an elephant — an animal
unfamiliar to the Arabs. This filled the Arabs with fear. Along his way,
Abraha faced only minor resistance from some Arab tribes that revered
the House.

As for the people of Makkah, they sought refuge in the surrounding
mountains and did not resist him. This event occurred under
circumstances that helped its news reach most of the civilized world at
that time, since Abyssinia was closely connected to the Romans, while
the Persians, ever watchful over the Arabs and their allies, eagerly
awaited the outcome. These two powers represented the civilized world
then. Thus, the incident drew global attention to the honor and sanctity of
the Ka‘bah — the House chosen by God.

Abraha mobilized his army and prepared his elephant to enter
Makkah. However, when they reached Wadi Muhassir, between
Muzdalifah and Mina, the elephant knelt down and refused to advance
toward Makkah. Whenever they directed it south, north, or east, it
complied, but whenever they turned it toward the Ka'bah, it knelt and
refused. At that moment, God sent flocks of birds (tayran ababil, meaning
successive groups). Each bird carried three stones: one in its beak and
two in its claws. Whenever a stone struck one of the soldiers, his body
disintegrated and he perished. Abraha himself was afflicted with a disease
that caused his fingers to fall off, and he returned to San‘a’ like a
featherless chick. His chest split open, and he died a most miserable
death.
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God, in His wisdom, did not allow Abraha and his Christian army to
destroy the Sacred House or control the holy land — even though it was
then under the custodianship of the polytheists — so that the Ka'bah
might remain free from domination and preserved from the plots of
aggressors. God protected its sanctity until the new faith could emerge
freely, unshackled by tyrants. This was part of God’s divine plan for His
House and His religion, even before anyone knew that the Prophet of this
faith was born in that very year — the Year of the Elephant (570 CE / 53
BH). This incident thus stood as a manifest sign and clear proof of the
forthcoming Prophethood (al-Ghazali, 2014, p. 47).

The Qur’an reveals that the malicious persistence of the enemies of
Islam is their constant goal: to lead Muslims away from their religion.
The very existence of Islam on earth causes rage and fear among its
enemies, for Islam in itself — with its strength, clarity, sound system, and
upright method — is a war against falsehood, tyranny, and corruption.
Therefore, the corrupt and the oppressors cannot tolerate it, and they lie in
wait to turn Muslims away from it. They know that as long as there are
Muslims who hold firmly to their faith and defend it with their lives, their
falsehood cannot remain secure.

The story of the Elephant thus serves as a timeless lesson for every
arrogant tyrant in all ages. The use of the present tense in the Qur’anic
phrase “a-lam tara” (“Have you not seen”) signifies continuity and
renewal: every tyrant who transgresses shall face the same fate as Abraha
and his army. Though the event itself was a great and awe-inspiring
occurrence, it also symbolized God’s eternal support for His religion and
His House. If Abraha was destroyed, then his followers — in any place
and time — are likewise doomed. God may grant respite, but He never
neglects .Although the Arabs had no real political power before Islam —
Yemen being under Persian or Abyssinian control, while Syria in the
north was directly under Roman rule or through Arab client states — this
event heralded hope. In modern times, similar plots continue to threaten
the sanctity of our holy places. Just as God protected His House from
Abraha in the past, He will, God willing, protect it from today’s
schemers. Indeed, history repeated itself when, on 7 December 2017,
during the centenary of the Balfour Declaration, the administration of
U.S. President Donald Trump officially recognized Jerusalem as the
capital of the occupying Zionist entity. The purpose of this study is to
draw a connection between Islamic history, the Prophetic biography, and
the reality we live today — a reality marked by the disregard of world
powers for the sanctity of our holy sites.

Keywords: The Elephant Incident, Divine Protection of the Sacred
House.
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