41 230 /12 Aladl _ i sl dlaa
2025 ) Say Jlall o Ay JEY) el Al
Q""%L:--a.‘”j
$9-izai g g yliaadl 51yl 2dlgo ya04si
(djyLido pilowi— dassuell juili&ll)
o | B || -IALL" J\-lLl" -IALL" :Jgﬁl -IALL"
oauls ylaall sac jloii .a.i 39050 3030 e .3.0.1 soal odialy LiyG . 5.0

SLE ) daanslill dools  walalll dala/el ol dnols walslll dals /ol joluns daols

tpadlall

SV 2 prexilly cpasll ) @hall & (gliandl Gl adlse (o 2aal) Ciiajes
Gilelaall sty Ghall Ga dauly Bhlie Ao LasSall Sl aalii dai (3hall (SoaY)
B Ahad) Y sy Kpal ) Paal) Clsh 2 Gl Lgiblee oy ) dalidll
)yl adlgal ausly yaedd ilileall Sl e =i ¢ goin Alailas Lgiy ey cullilas ac
(+2017 = 2014) asiladd) e els alais Syl 3 Loy ¢ gyliasl

redill oyt Al (glanll Gyl adlge (e dumesal) Ll Gl calS
) ¥l el cals e Jlael (e Lely Loy dalesl) cileliil) @l elya qanjanlls
e sl Al hlial e ciehg allgall @lls (e jauS 230 juat ) dlsyall el Lgags
OAY) anll el uexilly Gl Gand M aesill o Lo laylpal Cang)ig ol
Glaly anss deagall dpre aailly ¢goins ddilae (8 5) jucaiall Gl ells ulel @3S
LN (it Jgus Al cAnsaall LS ¢ (goi 1 Analidal) cilalst)

-323 -



Al Malweah
for Archaeological
and Historical Studies

Vol 12, Issue 41, Aug 2025
v P-ISSN: 2413-1326
/ E-ISSN: 2708-602X

i

A
Q""%.L;_J_\Ji‘

The Destruction of Cultural Heritage Sites in Nineveh
(Christian Churches — Selected Case Studies)

Dr. Zakaria Hashim Ahmed

University of Samarra/ College of Arts

Dr. Ali Muhammad Mahmoud Khalaf
University of Samarra / College of Arts

Prof. Dr. Anmar Abdul-Jabbar Jassim
Al-Qadisiyah University / College of Archaeology

Abstract:

Many cultural heritage sites in Iraq were subjected to destruction and da
mage following the U.S. occupation of the country, due to the weakened contr
ol of the Iraqi government over large areas and the emergence of armed group
s that began military operations against U.S. forces and Iraqi security forces in

several provinces, including Nineveh. These operations resulted in widesprea
d destruction of cultural heritage sites, especially after ISIS took control of the
province between 2014 and 2017.

Among the affected heritage sites were Christian churches and monaste
ries, which suffered greatly due to the armed conflicts and accompanying mili
tary actions. These events led to the destruction of a large number of such site
s in the areas controlled by ISIS, ranging from complete destruction in some ¢
ases to partial damage in others. Most of the damaged churches were concentr
ated in Nineveh Province, particularly in the city of Mosul and various towns
in the Nineveh Plains.

Keywords: Nineveh, Christian churches, Nineveh Plain towns, ISIS.
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