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Abstract:

Ibn al-Jawzi’s work, Al-Muntazam, provides a compelling illustration
of the pivotal role, that the city of Samarra played in the intellectual and
scholarly life of the Islamic world during the 4th century AH (10th
century CE). Despite the transfer of the Abbasid caliphate back to
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Baghdad, Samarra retained its scholarly prominence due to the continued
activity of its educational institutions and mosques. The city’s scholars
were instrumental in preserving hadith, disseminating jurisprudential
knowledge, and facilitating the transmission of religious sciences across
the major Islamic urban centers. Moreover, many of them held key
administrative and bureaucratic positions within the state.

Ibn al-Jawzi meticulously recorded the biographies, death dates, and
scholarly contributions of figures from various regions, including
Samarra. His emphasis on documenting scholars from diverse cities
offers a broader and more nuanced understanding of the intellectual
landscape of the period under study. This also underscores Samarra’s
enduring status as a center of learning and scholarship, even amid
significant political transformations.

keywords: samarra, Al-montazam, Ibn Al-jawzi, fourth century AH,
Scientist.
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