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Morphological Alternation in Colloquial Terms in

»

Qasd al-Sabil by al-Muhibbi (d. 1111 AH): PISSY 1690520
Vol. (25), No. (3)
pp- 38-43

Presentation and Analysis

1Zahraa M. Taha
20Osama M. Suwailem

Department of Arabic Language, Coliege of Education for Humanities, University of Anbar, Anbar, Iraq.
Abstract:

This study examines the phenomenon of morphological alternation in colloquial terms as found in Qasd al-Sabil fima fi al-Lugha
al-‘Arabiyya min al-Dakhil by al-Muhibbi (d. 1111 AH). It seeks to determine the extent to which these terms can be considered
part of Classical Arabic. The focus is on analyzing commonly used colioquial forms such as mabghﬁd ("hated"), mubharraj
("glittered"), and musan ("protected"), which some linguists have labeled as incorrect or non-standard. However, the study argues
that these forms may indeed be valid and iinguisticaﬂy sound when built on triliteral roots or established Arabic morphological
patterns.

The research adopts a descriptive, analyticai, and comparative methodoiogy, relying on authoritative linguistic sources such as al-
Khalil, Ibn Faris, al-Zabidi, books of correction (tashih), and commentaries on al-Fasih to trace the origins of these forms. The
study concludes that morphological alternation—between patterns such as maf‘al and maf'al, or fa‘ila and mafala—is an inherent
phenomenon in Arabic. Many colloquial forms can be traced back to authentic Arabic dialects or accepted morphological
constructions.

The significance of this research lies in correcting certain linguistic assumptions about colloquial Arabic, and offering an
etymologicai reading that demonstrates the eioquence (fasaha) of what is often considered incorrect or corrupt usage. This

contributes to a broader understanding of Arabic as a flexible ianguage capabie of internal deveiopment.

Keywords: Morphological Alternation, Colloquial Terms, Al-Muhibbi, Qasd A/-Sabil, Morphology, Eloquent Colloquial Arabic.
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