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Abstract:

The Iraqi Directorate of General Antiquities moved to take its role in
archaeological excavation, especially when Sati’ al-Husri took over the
management of the Department of Antiquities in 1934, which gave the
Iraqi archaeological missions an important role in archaeological
excavation after some Iraqi figures were able to complete their studies
and specialize in the archaeological side, including Taha Baqir and Fouad
Safar, who made an effective contribution to archaeological work through
excavation and conservation. In search of historical and cultural fields,
the Iraqi Directorate of Antiquities began in 1936 to develop a plan to
carry out extensive inspection tours throughout the various parts of Iraq,
the intention of which was to discover new sites, record them and
announce their archaeology. It surveyed hundreds of sites and selected
important sites for excavation, especially Islamic sites and cities that had
a role in the prosperity of the Arab-Islamic civilization. Such as: the city
of Kufa, Wasit, Samarra, and Tikrit. It developed its plans for excavation
in prehistoric sites such as: Tell Al-Sawan, Tell Al-Uqair, the site of
Hassuna, and Eridu. It also developed a plan for excavation in the Arab
cities that flourished in pre-Islamic times, including the city of Hatra and
Al-Hira, which foreign missions did not take into consideration in their
excavation work. The Department of Antiquities continued to carry out its
responsibilities, and its duties increased to preserve the country's cultural
wealth.

Keywords: antiquities, Samarra, excavations, institutions, archaeological
sites.
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