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The Destruction of Christian Tangible Heritage in Iraq

The Churches of Karamlesh: A Case Study
Dr. Zakaria Hashem Ahmed
University of Samarra/College of Arts
Dr. Fahd Abdel Salam Mahmoud
University of Samarra/College of Arts
Dr. Sarwa Ibrahim Khalaf
University of Samarra/College of Arts

Abstract:

Cultural heritage sites in Iraq have witnessed serious breaches and violations o
ver the past twenty years. The majority of these sites sustained damage due to
military activities by terrorist groups that became active in many areas of Iraq
after 2003, especially following the invasion of large parts of Iraq by the terror
1st organization ISIS in 2014. ISIS began implementing a systematic policy tar
geting these sites through bombings, destruction, looting, digging tunnels, and
other brutal methods aimed at erasing Iraq’s cultural legacy.

The destruction also affected tangible Christian heritage sites, including the
churches of the town of Karamlesh, located southeast of the city of Mosul
within the Nineveh Plains. This town contained several churches, most
notably the Church of Mar Addai the Apostle, the Church of Mar Gewargis
(Saint George), and the Church of the Virgin Mary. These churches suffered
various forms of damage during the ISIS occupation of the town after August
2014. The methods of destruction included stealing church furniture, burning
the churches, breaking crosses and icons, and damaging or setting fire to the
buildings. One of the most horrific crimes was the desecration of graves the
cemetery of the Church of Mar Gewargis was subjected to brutal acts of grave
excavation.

Keywords: Karamles, ISIS, Mar Adi Church, Mar Korkis Church.
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