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Bulls in Cuneiform Texts: Legal Texts as a Model

Dr. Abbas Ibrahim Saber

University of Al-Hamdaniya/ College of Education for Human
Sciences

Abstract:

In ancient Iraq, bulls constituted a significant economic resource
owing to their dual roles in meat production and agricultural labor,
particularly in plowing, as well as their manure, which served as a
valuable fertilizer. The extensive breeding of bulls in antiquity prompted
the formulation of detailed legal provisions concerning their use, both as
draft animals and in instances where they posed a threat through
aggressive behavior, such as butting. This study aims to elucidate the
importance of bulls within this historical context, examining the legal
frameworks that governed their agricultural utilization and the penalties
imposed on owners in cases of aggression. Initially, we provide an
overview of the terminology used for bulls in Sumerian and Akkadian,
followed by a discussion of the various types of bulls and relevant texts
that highlight their economic significance. The research culminates in an
analysis of the legal texts pertaining to bulls, offering a comprehensive
interpretation of these regulations.

Keywords: Bulls, Bull, Legal texts, Animal, The Akkadian and Sumerian
languages.
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