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Ahmed Al-Matroush and His Military Role in the Algerian

Revolution 1954-1959
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University of Al-Hamdaniya / College of Education for Humanities

Abstract:

Ahmed Ben Dermai, known as Ahmed Lamtroush, was born in
1926 in Bordj El Ghadir, Bou Arreridj Province, a village in the Kabylie
region. He grew up in a conservative family characterized by a strong
sense of national and patriotic awareness, where he learned the principles
of religion and the Arabic language. Recognizing the importance of
education as a means of liberation, Al-Matroush moved to the capital,
Algiers, early in his life, where he underwent traditional education
(kuttabs). Ahmed Al-Matroush became one of the most prominent
mujahideen in the Aures region during the Algerian War of Independence.
His deep awareness of military affairs, gained from his previous
experience in the Algerian Armed Forces, qualified him to participate
effectively in organizing the ranks of the mujahideen. He began working
to form armed resistance cells, aiming to unify efforts and motivate
revolutionaries to fight for freedom. He achieved his revolutionary goals
by gathering information and analyzing French military strategies, which
helped identify the weak points of the occupying forces and,
consequently, the possibility of employing coordinated attacks to ensure
field gains. The Battle of the Aures is one of the most prominent military
events that reshaped the struggle against French colonialism, which is
considered a historical stronghold for the Mujahideen. The importance of
this battle was evident in its being a strategic gathering point for fighters,
allowing them to organize themselves and formulate unified strategies to
confront the colonial forces. He played a pivotal role in this battle, as
evidenced by his command of the military units concentrated in that
region and the unification of efforts against the French forces. He also
played an important role in cooperating with other revolutionary
movements during the Algerian Revolution (1954-1959). Al-Matroush
officially joined the ranks of the National Liberation Army in 1955, after
realizing the necessity of direct confrontation following the fall of a
number of revolutionaries in his region due to denunciations by agents of
the occupation. The most prominent military operations he carried out
against the French occupation forces were:

The attack on the Salamaoua farm in Oued Salam (March 1957) and
the confiscation of its livestock. Al-Matroush also carried out a
commando operation in the Qallal region of Setif Province, targeting a
French gendarmerie commander named Goul, which resulted in his death.
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Assassinations and targeting of settlers and collaborators in Ras el-Wad
(southeastern Algeria), Arzha, the killing of a well-known French settler
named Santo, and various other locations (December 1958), including the
execution of settlers and the arrest of collaborators within the region.

The capture and killing of a number of French soldiers, the liberation
of prisoners near El Eulma), and their safe transfer to the responsibilities
of the First Province.

As a military leader, Al-Matroush emerged as a key figure in
building a network of cooperation that included countries such as Egypt
and Syria, which supported revolutions in various countries. These
countries were known for opening training camps for Algerian
revolutionaries, which led to the formulation of unified strategies for
struggle. In addition, Al-Matroush played a key role in organizing
International  conferences brought together representatives of
revolutionary movements from different regions, strengthening Algeria's
position on the international political scene. These activities and
collaborations reflected a dynamic integration of militant thought, as
revolutionaries learned from the successful and failed experiences of
others, helping to develop effective resistance methods on the ground.

Ahmed Lamtroush was killed in 1959 in Setif during an exchange
of fire with occupation forces. According to some popular accounts,
during his solo career, he had targeted more than 600 French soldiers and
officers, earning him the nickname "Algeria's Rambo" among the French
themselves.

Keywords: Lamtroush, revolution, military.
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