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EVALUATION EFFICIENCY OF Neochetina eichhorniae
AND Neochetina bruchi FOR CONTROLLING OF
WATERHYACINTH UNDER THE LAB CONDITIONS

A.J. Al-Shammary*  H. K. Al-Zubaidy**

ABSTRACT

Waterhyacinth became very important and dangerous weed in Irag. It
cause many serious proplems to various types of water life in Tigris and
Euphrates rivers . An attempt to control this weed by two curculionoid weevils
Neochetina eichhorniae and Neochetina bruchi were introduced from Egypt as
biocontrol agents under striate sanitary measures.The study was conducted in
the laboratories and mass-rearing rooms of the Biological Control Research
Unit ,College of Agriculture-Baghdad University. Results indicated that one
male and femal of N. bruchi can induced 4th degree of damage and can
compeletly destroy one plant during 19 days while 10 days when 2 males and 2
females were used on one plant . Results also indicated that one male and femal
of N. eichhorniae can induced 4™ degree of damage and can compeletly destroy
one plant during 14 days while 9 days when 2 males and 2 females were used on
one plant.

Part of Ph.D thesis of the first author.
* Ministry of Sci. &Tech., Baghdad-Iraqg.
** College Agric. - Baghdad Univ. - Baghdad, Iraq.
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