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The Role of the Amorite Overseer (Uglamartim) in the Old
Babylonian Military Organization

Prof. Dr. Mohammed Yousif Mohammed
University of Samarra/ College of Arts
Abstract:

One of the most prominent aspects of the life and history of the
Babylonians in the Old Babylonian period was their military power. The
history of the Babylonian kings was a series of military campaigns in
various directions, especially in the second millennium BC. It was a
fully-fledged military institution with its own ranks and warlords.
Therefore, the state in the ancient Babylonian era relied on its organized
army, equipped with the most powerful and best weapons. The army in
the Babylonian era was one of the most efficient armies in the world, as it
was possible to call upon all men capable of fighting in very exceptional
circumstances.

During the Old Babylonian period, the Amorites played a prominent
role in political and military life, establishing numerous kingdoms in
Mesopotamia and Syria. Their influence was evident in the emergence of
administrative and military titles and positions that indicated their
growing role in Babylon's administrative structure.

Among these titles were "Overseer of the Amorites," "Chief of the
Amorites," "Scribe of the Amorites," as well as "Governor" or "Governor
of the Amorites." These titles indicate the integration of the Amorites into
the political and administrative life of Babylon, as they interacted with
Babylonian civilization and adopted many of its cultural and
organizational aspects.

These functions also reflect the development of Amorite society and
their transition from a nomadic life to a settled lifestyle that required
advanced administrative structures. In addition, ancient Babylonian texts
indicate the increasing influence of the Amorites in military affairs. For
example, the term "Augulamartum" appears in these texts.

Keywords: Amorite overseer, Amorite commander, military rank, Old
Babylonian period, Mesopotamian civilization.
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