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Ibn Shuhayd al-Andalusi’s Al-Tawabi‘ wa al-Zawabi‘ as a Story Cycle
Sabreen Khalaf Hussein
University of Maysan
College of Basic Education
Department of Arabic

Abstract

Our Arab narrative heritage contains treasures of knowledge, rhetoric, and
narrative genres. If we delve into it, we will find diverse patterns, demonstrating
the sophistication of the Arab mind in its early eras. This includes the concept of
the narrative sequence. Despite the theoretical novelty of the term, when we
research our Arab narrative heritage, we find narrative sequences, including One
Thousand and One Nights and the Magamat of Badi' al-Zaman al-Hamadhani. In
Andalusian literature, we find the Epistle on the Followers and Whirlwinds.
They possess a set of characteristics that make them narrative sequences. The
stories of "The Followers" and "The Whirlwinds" are linked by a number of
narrative elements: character, particularly the main character, represented by lbn
Shuhayd al-Andalusi and his jinn follower, Zuhayr ibn Numayr; the narrator,
who appears in all the stories as a co-narrator; the setting in which all the story's
events take place; and the narrative theme, general idea, or overall meaning. The
presence of these elements makes the message of "The Followers" and "The
Whirlwinds" a narrative sequence with all the narrative characteristics that
asequence entails .
Keywords :Story Cycle — Al-Tawabi‘ wa al-Zawabi‘ — Ibn Shuhayd al-Andalusi
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