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The Evolution of Service Affairs in Iraq Between the Late Ottoman Era
and the Beginning of the Modern State
A Study of the Impact of the Ottoman Citizenship Law of 1869 and the Iraqi
Ministries Formation Law of 1933 on the Development of Service Institutions
A. L. Naji Turki Hamza
Work place: Ministry of Education / Al-Karkh II
Abstract:

This is a vital and important topic, as all countries, without exception, strive to
enact laws specific to the nationality of their citizens. This is to affirm their
existence and sovereignty, and to give their citizens a legal status. As a result of
the Ottoman Empire's contact with Western countries, it adopted some aspects
of nationality regulation from them. It designated Muslims as "citizens,"
dhimmis as "subjects,” and musta'mins as "foreigners." The Ottoman
government granted many rights and privileges to musta'mins, subjects of
Western countries, pursuant to international treaties. The purpose of this was to
facilitate trade. This system was called the "Capitative System." In 1839, the
Sublime Porte issued what is known as the "Khatt-i Serif Kalhane," in which

1186


mailto:Naiytrky063@gamali.Com
mailto:Naiytrky063@gamali.Com

2025 <
No.1S A

18 A 3a—2l) 4..«.1.'3‘3 UWV‘) M\.«a‘ﬂ\ uyn..u 4..9\}.3\ ds\ S

/

August 2025  Iraqi Journal of Humanitarian \u\ul and Scientific Research &\
Print ISSN 2710-0952 Electronic ISSN 2790-1254

Sultan Mahmud Il declared equality between Muslims and non-Muslims in
terms of rights and duties. This development continued until the issuance of the
Ottoman Nationality Law on January 9, 1869, which was later called the
Ottoman Citizenship Law. In this regard, the concept of nationality developed
during the Ottoman Empire, and the distinction between the bond of religion and
nationality as a basis for belonging gradually disappeared. The concept of
citizenship and nationality emerged, and the categories of protected persons and
dhimmis gradually obtained privileges .The improvement of the economic
situation in the Kingdom of Irag led to the emergence and development of
public services, which had an impact on the issuance of laws and decrees and
even the issuance and creation of ministries that affect the lives of the
population.

key words: __Internal management, Government apparatus, Organizations,
Kalkhana Decree, Sanjak, Powers.
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