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Abstract:

This study examines the Ottoman Empire’s stance towards the
separatist movements in Romania during the nineteenth century« focusing
on the role these movements played in complicating the Eastern Question
up to the year 1866. Romania¢ consisting of the principalities of Moldavia
and Wallachia« witnessed a growing nationalist and separatist tendency¢
driven by the peasants’ social discontent with feudal domination and
Ottoman oppression¢ as well as increasing European and Russian
interventions. Additionally¢ the Greek-Ottoman influence played a
pivotal role in fueling popular opposition.

The study demonstrates how internal political and economic
conditions¢ along with the support of major European powers (France¢
Russia¢ and Britain)¢ contributed to weakening the Ottoman Empire’s
grip on Romania¢ ultimately leading to the decline of its actual
sovereignty over the region. This process culminated in the proclamation
of the union of Moldavia and Wallachia in 1859under the leadership of
Prince Alexander Cuza« paving the way for the establishment of a semi-
independent Romanian state that was internationally recognized« although
nominally still under Ottoman suzerainty until 1866.

Keywords: Ottoman Empire, Separatist Movements, Romania, Eastern
Question, Nationalism.
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