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Abstract

The research problem centers on how the Taliban employed the Badri 313
Battalion in its propaganda campaign on Twitter to reshape the mental image of
its fighters and alter prevailing perceptions about them and from this problem
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arose the main research question how did the Taliban use the Badri 313
Battalion propagandistically to reproduce its image after the US withdrawal
from Afghanistan The study adopted the descriptive analytical method utilizing
guantitative content analysis of the published images and the research sample
consisted of 51 images selected through a systematic random sampling method
at a ratio of 3 to 1 from the images posted on Twitter under the hashtags «_x
313 and badri 313 and the temporal scope was set from August 15 2021 to
September 15 2021 as this period represents the withdrawal of US forces from
Afghanistan and the fall of Kabul to the Taliban accompanied by an intensive
propaganda campaign aimed at consolidating the movement’s legitimacy
domestically and marketing its image abroad The study reached several key
conclusions most notably that the Taliban employed the Badri 313 Battalion as a
central propaganda platform to reshape its image and the findings showed that
the images strongly emphasized military uniforms modern US made weapons
and religious symbols reflecting a deliberate attempt to present the Taliban
fighter as a professional soldier and the analysis further revealed that the images
conveyed three dimensional messages reassuring the domestic audience
convincing the international community and deterring adversaries and
additionally the study demonstrated that the choice of camera angles was not
merely artistic but functional serving to highlight strength and authority and the
images were also characterized by propagandistic exaggeration and selectivity
with a deliberate omission of the fighters human aspects and concealment of
weaknesses In conclusion the research finds that through Badri 313 the Taliban
sought to produce a composite visual propaganda aimed at persuading both
domestic and international audiences of its ability to govern and control the state
employing a combination of symbols visual techniques and propaganda methods

Key words : Propaganda-Taliban - Badri 313 Battalion - Visual Propaganda -
Mental Image
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