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The Popular Resistance to the British Occupation in
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Abstract:

This research addresses the resistance of the central and southern
Iraqi people to the British occupation in Iraq between 1914 and 1921,
focusing on the religious, social and political factors that led to the
opposition, and reviews the central role played by the Shia religious
reference in motivating the masses and leading resistance efforts. It also
highlights the role of Shia tribes in central and southern Iraq, who have
been among the most prominent military forces in the face of British
forces. In addition, the research examines how this resistance has
contributed to shaping Iraq's national identity, influencing the emergence
of anti-colonial sentiment and establishing Iraq's path towards
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independence. It also assesses British reactions to resistance, including
their military strategies and administrative policies aimed at suppressing
insurgency.

Keywords: British occupation. Resistance against colonialism, Shia
religious reference, Iraqi National Movement, Revolution of 20.
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