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Abstract:

This research deals with the biography of the thinker and social
reformer Qasim Amin (1863—1908), shedding light on his upbringing and
scientific and social formation, in addition to analyzing his reformist
thought on women’s issues, as presented in his most prominent works:
The Liberation of Women, The New Woman, and Women’s Rights in
Islam.

In the first section, the research reviews Qasim Amin's upbringing in a
well-off environment that blended Eastern authenticity with Ottoman
openness. He received his education in elite schools in Egypt and then
traveled to France on a study mission, where he was influenced by the
atmosphere of enlightenment and intellectual freedoms. This stage
contributed to shaping his social and political awareness and created
within him the conviction that reforming society begins with reforming
the status of women, as they are the foundation of the family and the most
important element of social construction.

In the second section, the research delves into analyzing the content of his
three works, focusing on four fundamental issues: education, instruction,
the veil, and freedom. Qasim Amin called for the education and
enlightenment of women in a manner commensurate with their
educational and social role, and demonstrated that women's weakness i1s
not innate, but rather results from their marginalization and lack of equal
opportunities. He also explained that Islam does not contradict the
principle of women's education nor does it impose a veil that exceeds the
limits of Sharia. Rather, it calls for ridding women of outdated customs
and traditions. He also emphasized that responsible freedom is the
foundation for the development of women and society together, and that
chastity 1s built on education, not forced veiling.

Keywords: Qasim Amin, women, women’s liberation, women’s rights in

Islam, social thought.
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